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EFTA and The Agreement on 
Technical Barriers to Trade 

(WTO TBT Agreement)

• All the EFTA States are Members of the 
WTO





WTO TBT Agreement (TBT)

• The TBT Agreement

• The sovereign rights of the Member States   



TBT Agreement

• Covers only specific measures...

• TBT Agreement is the main international 
instrument in the field of technical 
regulations



TBT Agreement

• Legitimate objectives listed, not listed can 
be challenged

• Aims to ensure that regulations, standards 
and testing and certification procedures do 
not create unnecessary obstacles to 
international trade

• Notification procedure



A “technical regulation”

• Is a..

• It may also include or deal exclusively with 
terminology, symbols, packaging, marking 
or labelling requirements as they apply to 
a product, process or production method





Technical regulation

• Three elements that a document must meet in 
order to fall within the definition of “technical 
regulation” in the WTO Agreement:

• Apply to an identifiable product or group of products
• Lay down one or more characteristics of the product
• Compliance with the product characteristics must be 

mandatory

• Technical regulations must be mandatory



Barriers to trade

• Are created when these requirements vary 
from country to country, and when 
conformity assessment must be repeated 
separately for each country 

• Important to note that both mandatory as 
well as voluntary requirements may cause 
technical barriers to trade  



Barriers to Trade

• Duties – technical barriers have the effect 
of totally excluding the product from the 
market-place if it does not meet the 
requirements





Technical regulations/standards

• The distinction is clear, in practise not the 
case.  
– Some standards can be by law voluntary but 

by practise mandatory.



TBT

• typically deals with:
– Labelling
– Quality requirements
– Packaging requirements 
– Electrical appliances
– Testing vechicles and accessories
– Ship and ship equipment
– Safety





International standards bodies

• www.iso.org
• www.IEC.ch
• www.itu.int



Corresponding EU standards 
bodies

• www.cenorm.be
• www.cenelec.org
• www.etsi.org



EEA – EFTA countries

• Three of the four EFTA countries i.e. 
Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway are 
Members of the European Economic Area 
(socalled EEA Agreement).

• The Agreement is between those three 
countries and the 27 EU countries.



EEA

• Free movement of goods in the internal 
market.



Within the EEA

• Harmonized e.g.:
– Electrial products
– Toys

• Non – harmonized





EEA

• Requires Norway´s and Iceland´s application of 
EU´s legislation on technical regulations, 
standards, testing and certification.
– Can be found in Annex II to the EEA Agreement.

• http://secretariat.efta.int/Web/EuropeanEconomicArea/EEAA
greement/annexes/annex2a.pdf

• Liechtenstein may apply Swiss technical 
regulations and standards deriving from its 
regional union with Switzerland.



EEA

• Harmonised product requirements; Two 
regulatory methods: 
– Assure protection of consumers, workers, 

environment.
– For industry one market, one standard on 

test.
• Old Approach – design
• New Approach – design and production qualitiy 

requirements – CE marking



The bridge to Europe



EEA

• As Mutual Recognision Agreements 
(MRAs) extend the EU Internal Market the 
EEA/EFTA States may not conclude 
MRAs with countries outside the EU which 
do not already have an agreement with the 
EU



EEA - CAPs

• Conformity assessment bodies (labratories 
etc.) of the third country can test and 
certify products to EEA requirements in a 
specific product sector (and vice versa)





EU - MRA

• EU- third country, Protocol 12 of the EEA 
Agreement ensures the smooth 
functioning and the homogeneity of the 
EEA market. 





EU and MRAs

• Such MRAs based on protocol 12 are the 
following: EEA EFTA–New Zealand MRA, 
EEA EFTA–Australia MRA, EEA EFTA–
Canada MRA, EEA EFTA–Switzerland 
MRA, EEA EFTA–USA MRA. 



3 to 30 Countries

• The extension of the EU MRAs to the 
three EEA/EFTA States often means easy 
undertaking for the third country 
concerned, immediately increasing the 
size of the potential market from EU 27 to 
EEA 30.









Switzerland

• Federal Law on Technical Barriers to 
Trade 

• Its article 4 states that technical legislation 
has to be drafted in such a way that it 
does not create trade barriers

• However, exceptions…



EU/Switzerland

• In the meantime the Swiss legislation in 
most product areas has been harmonised 
with the respective EC legislation. See 
website:
– http://europa.eu.int/comm/enterprise/internatio

nal/indexb1.htm
• Mutual Recognision Agreement between 

EU and Switzerland



Switzerland

• This covers almost all the products 
included in the EEA Agreement

• In the harmonised areas, Switzerland also 
accepts products for which compliance 
with the EC legislation can be 
demonstrated



MRA between EU/Switzerland
• Machinery 
• Personal Protective Equipment 
• Toys 
• Medical Devices 
• Gas appliances and boilers (Hot water boilers) 
• Pressure vessels 
• Equipment and protective systems intended for use in 

potentially explosive atmospheres 
• Electrical equipment 
• Measuring instruments and pre-packages 
• Motor Vehicles 
• Agricultural and forestry tractors 
• Good Laboratory Practice - GLP 
• Medicinal products, Good Manufacturing Practice (GMP), 

inspection batch and certification





Switzerland

• For all other areas, products have to 
comply with the national Swiss 
requirements.

• Product areas for which harmonization 
with the EU is not yet completed:
– Building products – new legislation which 

establishes equivalence with the EU directive 
on building products (89/106/EEC)

– Chemicals 



Norway

• Most of Norwegian technical regulations 
and standards are the same as the EU

• There are only a few remaining 
substances where Norway has stricter 
provisions than the EU

• http://www.standard.no/



ICELAND

• Most of Icelandic technical regulations 
and standards are the same as the EU.

• Icelandic Standards online information:
– http://www.stadlar.is



Liechtenstein

• Liechtenstein may apply Swiss technical 
regulations and standards deriving from its 
regional union with Switzerland.



Product labelling 
and packaging

• http://europa.eu/scadplus/leg/en/s16600.ht
m











Import into the EFTA States

• Find an importer in the relevant country.
• Good contact points: 

– The relevant embassies in your country

– SIPPO for Switzerland www.sippo.ch
– HSH for Norway www.hsh.no



Import into the EFTA States

– The Ministries of Foreign Affairs
• Switzerland 

http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/home.html
• Iceland

http://www.utn.stjr.is/
• Norway

http://www.regjeringen.no/en/dep/ud.html?id=833
• Liechtenstein

http://www.liechtenstein.li/en/eliechtenstein_main_
sites/portal_fuerstentum_liechtenstein/home.htm



Conclusions

• A consumer’s perspective
– quality and safety

• Knowledge and science

• Influence and development through
international cooperation



Conclusions

• Export products
– Aim for products that are missing on the

market

• Find an importer
– Get the relevant information regarding the

requirements concerning your
product/products



Questions ?

• Questions related to SPS in 
the EFTA States:

• Ingibjörg Ólöf Vilhjálmsdóttir, 
The EFTA Secretariat
iov@efta.int



THANK YOU


